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forget what you had already learned of the German language and character; but, on the contrary, that, by frequent use, it should grow more easy and familiar. Provided you take care of that, I do not care by what means; but I do desire that you will, every day of your life, speak German to somebody or other (for you will meet with Germans enough), and write a line or two of it every day, to keep your hand in. Why should you not, for instance, write your own little memorandums and accounts in that language and character? by which, too, you would have this advantage into the bargain, that, if mislaid, few but yourself could read them.
I am extremely glad to hear that you like the assemblies at Venice well enough to sacrifice some suppers to them; for I hear that you do not dislike your suppers neither. It is therefore plain, that there is somebody or something at those assemblies which you like better than your meat. And as I know there is none but good company at those assemblies, I am. very glad to find that you like good company so well. I already imagine you a little smoothed by it; and that you have either reasoned yourself, or that they have laughed you out of your absences and distractions; for I cannot suppose that you go there to insult them. I likewise imagine that you wish to be welcome where you wish to go; and, consequently, that you both present and behave yourself there, en galant homme, et pas en bourgeois.
If you have vowed to anybody there, one of those eternal passions, which I have sometimes known, by great accident, last three months; I can tell you, that without great attention, infinite politeness, and engag-